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UFOsin the East

JUDGINGby publica-
tionsthatreachus, people
Behindthe IronCurtainare a
ratherdourlot;so it is

perhaps

not
surprising

that 'UFOsfrom
Behindthe Iron

Curtain',

by Ion
Hobanaand JulienWeverbergh
(CorgiBooks,291pp,S2) is a
ratherdry read.

The collectingand documenta-

tionof
sighting

dataas a
legitimateoccupationstarted
much later behindthe Curtain

thanit did in Western countries

in this century.

Fora while,in
placesunder Soviet domination,

it was
considered

not quite
properto see or write aboutun-
identifiedflyingobjects;which
meantbans.

In
substance,

the "UFO ex-
perience"in the Communist
sphereis muchthe sameas that
revealedelsewhere;and even a
dedicatedamateurUfologistis
likelyto wearyof the
monotonouscase historiesof

sightings,althoughthereis one
storyof a burnedcreaturefound
aliveon the shoresof Gdynia

port and allegedlytakento
hospitalwhichmay causea
frisson.

However, thereis one discerni-

ble
differencebetweenthe people

in theEastandthepeople
of the

Westwho reportUFOs.A much
largerproportionof the witnesses

behindthe Curtain appearto be
engineers,doctors,scholarsand
even

journalists;
also, perhaps

becausethey arc fairlywell
educated, more of them seem to

have illustratedtheir sightings

with well-calculatedsketches,

and to have used
binoculars

and
telescopes.

And thereare more reports

from lovingcoupleswanderingin
woodsor fieldsat night.(Fewer

cars).

Perhapsmorepeopleunderthe
Sovietsraisetheireyesto the
skies.—

PATRICIA RAPPOLT.


